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In the early centuries of Catholic Christianity, &h calendars were uncommon
and often imprecise, a bishop would send out aruahtfestival Letter” to announce
the proper dates for observing the fasts and feabtthe Liturgical Year. It was not
uncommon to also use such a letter as a meansstuation for the faithful. | have
established this custom in our Diocese both toefostgreater love for the liturgy and to
afford myself an additional opportunity for teacfin

Dear brothers and sisters, the glory of the Lorsl $faone upon us and shall ever
be manifest among us, until the day of His retuiirhrough the rhythms of times and
seasons, let us celebrate the mysteries of ouatsaiv

Let us recall the year's culmination, the Sacredt&aTriduum of the Lord: His
Last Supper, His Crucifixion, His Burial, and HissRg, celebrated between the evening
of Thursday, the 28of March, and the evening of Sunday, th& 8lMarch.

Each Easter, as on each Sunday, Holy Mother Chuaidtes present the great and
saving deed by which Christ has conquered sin aathd

From Easter are reckoned all the days we keep holy:

Ash Wednesday, the beginning of Lent, in the Ydaduar Lord 2013,
will occur on the 18 day of February.

Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are days of fast abstinence. In
commemoration of the Lord’s death on the crossfFatlays of Lent are
days of obligatory abstinence. Abstinence fromthnealso recommended
on all the Fridays of the year.

According the ancient custom of the Church, we pnag special way during the
Holy Season of Lent for our brothers and sistemparing to join the
Family of God’s Holy Church through the Easter @awents. The Church
accompanies their journey with the Rites of Chaistinitiation. The Rites
of Election will be celebrated in the Cathedral the First and Second
Sundays of Lent, February 17 and"2dspectively.



The annual Chrism Mass, during which the priestsewe their ministerial
commitment, will be celebrated in the Cathedrallfaesday of Holy Week,
the 26" Day of March.

No other activities or pastoral responsibilitiessept the need to tend to the dying,
should keep a priest from attending the Chrism Makslso invite the
faithful of our diocese to join us for this celetiwa as they keep their
priests in prayer.

The Ascension of the Lord will be commemorated amday, the 12 of May,
according to the decision of the bishops of thadls Province.

Pentecost, the joyful conclusion of the Great Filbpys of Easter, will be
celebrated with a Solemn Vigil Mass at the CathlednaSaturday, 18 of
May during which | invite all of the New Catholiegho entered the Church
during the Easter Season to join their brotherssasigrs in giving thanks.
Then on Pentecost Sunday, thé" Iy of May, | will joyfully ordain 4
men to the transitional diaconate.

Any Catholic in a state of serious sin is obligatedapproach the Sacrament of
Reconciliation at least once between Ash Wednesalay Pentecost
Sunday. All Catholics are especially urged to essftheir sins during the
penitential season of Lent, during Advent, befdre great festivals, and
regularly throughout the year.

In a special way our Divine Savior gave the Chutted gift of the Sacrament of Holy

Orders to make present the Paschal Mystery fqreadple of every time and place. This
year, the Diocese of Peoria will celebrate the &aent of Holy Orders on two

occasions.

Besides the Ordination of Transitional Deacons ent&cost Sunday, on Saturday, May
25, | rejoice to ordain 4 men to the Sacred Prasdhof Jesus Christ.

| invite and encourage the clergy, consecrated amhwomen, and lay-faithful to join
with me at these great celebrations. All priegsring in the Diocese of Peoria are
expected to participate in the Ordination of PaedExcept the need to tend to the dying,
no other pastoral duty or personal obligation ig@ater importance than welcoming our
new brothers to our presbyterate.

Likewise, the Pilgrim Church proclaims the Passaethe Lord in the feasts of
the Holy Mother of God, the Apostles, and the Sgiand in the Commemoration of the
Faithful Departed.



In the Year of Our Lord 2013, the Solemnity of $alnseph, the spouse of the
Blessed Virgin Mary, will be celebrated on Tuesddgrch 19'.

The Solemnity of the Annunciation of the Lord vk celebrated on Monday, the
8" of April.

The Assumption of the Virgin Mary is celebratedTursday, the 15of August,
and is a holy day of obligation this year.

The Feast of Saint Therese of Lisieux, Doctor ef @hurch and Patroness of our
diocesan vocations program, is celebrated on Tyesthe f' day of
October, and has been raised to the rank of ajidalk feast in our Local
Church.

The Solemnity of All Saints is celebrated on Fridtine ' day of November, and
is a Holy Day of Obligation.

The Commemoration of All the Faithful Departed Bserved on Saturday, th&'2
of November.

The Church will celebrate the beginning of the ri@urgical year of grace and
prayer on the First Sunday of Advent, the 1st oftédeber, in the Year of
Our Lord 2013.

In the Year of Our Lord 2013, the Solemnity of themaculate Conception of the
Blessed Virgin Mary is transferred to Monday, tHedd December, and is
not a holy day of obligation this year. Howeves,Mary the Immaculate
Conception is the patroness of our nation as welha Patronal Feast of
the Diocese of Peoria | encourage pastors to ckelnis great feast with
due solemnity, especially in the Catholic schodlsw diocese..

The Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe, the PatronesoAmericas, is celebrated
on Thursday, the 1Dof December.

Christmas will be on Wednesday, thé"2fay of December.

The Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God, is celtied on Wednesday, thé& 1
day of January in the Year of Our Lord 2014, andaisgioly Day of
Obligation.

Further, in accord with th&nchirdion Indulgentiarumand theCeremonial of
Bishops “the diocesan bishop in his own diocese may beste papal



blessing with the plenary indulgence, using thepproformulary, three
times a year on solemn feasts, which he will design..”

As Bishop of Peoria, | am happy to bestow such datgs with the plenary
indulgence during the Year of Our Lord 2013 at ¢inel of Holy Mass for
the great Solemnities of Easter Vigil, Pentecost,ad Christmas Eve.

By the favour of the Apostolic See, there are savether opportunities for
indulgences during this Year of Faith accordingry decree of October

15, 2012. A copy of that decree can be found as@rendix to this
Festival Letter.

To Jesus Christ, who is, was, and who is to coheelbrd of all time and history,
be endless praise, for ever and ever. Amen.



Our Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI has invited theivérsal Church to observe
the year 2012-2013 asYaar of Faith | therefore thought it might be well for me mg
my Tenth Festival Letteto share with this Local Church, the Catholic Dee®f Peoria,
what the wordraith means to me both as a fellow believer and as lyhiop.

Basic to my understanding of faith is the notibattwe must alwayket God be
God Now God will be God whether we believe it or neaint it or not, or like it or not.
God is that singular reality from which all otheality has its origin. His infinite nature
suffers no restraints, and no human language canesthaustively describe God. It is
simply accurate to acknowledge that God is abslylubvesome and utterly unlike
anyone or everything else. Recognized or igndiesl jnnate restlessness of our human
hearts is deeply rooted in our wonder before amitef mystery. Since we were
originally createdn the image and likeness of Gade were intentionally designed by
God with a hunger that only God can satisfy. Geothat beauty beyond all beauty and
that truth beyond all truth. As an Irish monk omoglained: “No one can tell his ardor
or his energy, his blazing and his brilliance, $pgendor and his bliss, his constancy and
his steadfastness.”

It is Good Newstherefore, that God’s own deepest desire forsuthe gift of
Himself. From no necessity but rather from thertigeiing abundance of his great love,
God wishes to be known and loved by us. As thep8lagachesFor God so loved the
world, that He gave us his only Son, so that evegywho believes in him might not
perish but have eternal lif¢John 3:16) So for our sake and our salvation|thereated
became a creature. Jesus shared in our humanibaswe could share in his Divinity.
He assumed our flesh by beibgrn, and we can assume a share in his life by bleorg
again We gave Him the power to die, while He gavehesgower to live forever. By
this wondrous exchange, the Lord transformed ouegy into inexhaustible riches. For
Christians, faith means turning to Christ, surremagour lives to Christ, and believing in
Christ’'s Holy Gospel. As the great Saint Ambrosé/dan once advised in the face of
all our human needs:

“If you wish to heal your wounds, He is the doctor.
If you are burning with fever, He is the spring.

If you are oppressed by sin, He is mercy.

If you need help, He is strength.

If you are afraid of death, He is life.

If you desire heaven, He is the way.

If you flee darkness, He is the light.

If you search for food, He is nourishment.

Taste and see that the Lord is good,

happy the man who shelters in Him



Mother Teresa of Calcutta in her guided meditatiinthirst,” points out a
condition that a person must embrace in accepty.f One of her favorite scripture
verses is also relevantBéhold | stand at the door and knock. If anyonarsieny voice
and opens the door, [then] | will enter his houselaline with him, and he with me.”
(Revelation 3:20)

And God’s self-giving love does not end with thi#& of his Son but continues
with the gift of his Spirit. The Holy Spirit is &t endless love that for all eternity unites
the Father to the Son, and in this time of gracdéesrhumanity to the life of the Holy
Trinity. It was the Spirit who once soared ovee tiaters of chaos and created
everything out of nothing. It was the Spirit tltatided the patriarchs, strengthened the
judges and kings, gave eloquence to the psalnaledcthe prophets, and taught wisdom
to the sages. It was the Spirit who overshadowedBlessed Virgin Mary when the
Word became flesh It was the Spirit who hovered above Jesushénform of a dove,
when he rose up from the waters of his baptisnwakt the Spirit who raised Jesus from
the dead on Easter morning. It was the Spirit feated agongues of fireover the
Blessed Mother and the Holy Apostles on Pentecosti®& when the Church was born
as the very Body of Christ on earth. It is the yH8bpirit who inspires the Scriptures,
teaches us our Profession of Faith, illuminatesdsyiempowers the Sacraments, pleads
on our behalf, and with marvelous gifts guides @teurch and each one of us in the
service of God and neighbor.

This wonderfulGood Newsabout the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirihés t
very core of the Christian Faith. Our shared eigmee of the Triune God forgives sins,
gives new life, inspireworship, and sustains good works. The messagedbospel is
so consoling and compelling that believers shouwlidbe able to contain their enthusiasm
for sharing it with others. The simple fact is tthlhe overwhelming majority of the
Church is made up not of priests, deacons, andecost®d religious but of lay believers.
As Pope Benedict and several of his holy predecsedsave reminded us, the whole
Church fundamentally exists to evangelize.  Evamgkbn means the joyous
announcement of the greatest possibted News God loves us, and in Jesus Christ we
can know God and so know wholeness and salvatitifhe mission of the Church can
be summarized, “Go into the world and proclaim thespel to every creature(Mark
16:15)

The Lord identified his own proclamation of thengdom of God with the words
of the Prophet IsaiahThe Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because hechasen me to
bring good news to the poor. He has sent me tolaio liberty to captives and recovery
of sight to the blind, to set free the oppressed, t8 announce the time of favoflLuke
4:18-19) And the Lord has also given his entirein€h this great commissionGo into
the whole and make disciples, baptizing them imtree of the Father, and the Son, and
the Holy Spirit (Matthew 8:19) Ask the Holy Spirit to fill youreart and He will give
you the inspiration to spread the Gospel.
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Saint Francis of Assisi once said: “Preach always] sometimes use words.” In
this spirit, husbands and wives can support thin fai one another. Parents have the
primary responsibility of sharing their faith witheir children. Children can call their
brothers and sisters to faith and even help towethe faith of their parents. | believe
that grandparents often have a very privilegedgkacwitness their faith especially to
their children’s children There are always teachable moments when frieamdb
neighbors and even strangers could hear about Td#sist and the life of the Church. A
New Evangelizatiormeans seeking out those who have fallen away aadnghthe
Gospel with those who have never known the Lordn ddr diocesan website, under
Evangelization, we have booklets to assist youhiariag the New Evangelization. Do
not worry about what you should say or how you $th@ay it, because the Holy Spirit
will give you the words that you need. God givesrgone opportunities to share the
GoodNews but not everyone accepts this most basic respidibsof Christianity.

Our witness to the power of Faith reminds us @ret over again thainly God is
God No position, no possession, no other experiencelationship is as necessary or as
good asGod. Faith in God liberates us from the sad rkestaf imposing divine
expectations upon one another or upon materiagghin Faith in God then allows us to
give real value to everyone and everything thagémnbur lives. Faith in God repudiates
despair. Faith in God frees us from sins and diddis. Faith in God shows us the
significance of all our decisions and undertakindgaith in God reveals the wonder of
life and the splendor of creation. Faith renews understanding of the scriptures and
creeds that the Church has always proclaimed. Cloistian believers, living and dying
are really only acts of faith. Making room for Gadisting in GodJetting go and letting
God be Godare all profound expressions of faith. Jesus s@id:not let your hearts be
troubled. Have faith in God and faith in nf{dohn 14:1)

This Year of Faithis therefore a providential opportunity to deepein personal
experience of God and to radically expand our mgltiess to give witness to Christll
Christians are called to witness and in this wayeythcan be real evangelizers.”
(Evangelii Nuntiandi 21) A very basic way to connour ChristiarMetanoia(changing
our whole way of seeing and thinking) would be t@renregularly approach the
Sacrament of Penance. Reconciliation, like al $mcraments, is fundamentally an act
of faith-filled worship. We come in prayer with rofaults and sins, and Jesus comes in
mercy with his healing and forgiveness. In thisr@ment, all the transforming graces of
Baptism and Confirmation are powerfully renewedecénciliation is about continuing
conversion, following Christ more closely, knowihg love more fully, and then living
his Gospel more boldly. We cannot give what wendb have, and we cannot bring
others to Christ unless we ourselves are engagedlifie long journey with the Lord
through our growing adherence to his teaching.



Any journey of faith must always be sustained bgypr which simply means to
live in relationship with God and to regularly migur minds and hearts to the experience
of his loving presence. The Mass is our greatesfgy and the “source and summit” of
the entire life of the Church. At Mass the Lordife giving death on the cross is
renewed, and in the Eucharist we know his RealdPi@s as our Risen Lord and Savior.
The Bible is God’s Word that imany and various waysayerfully teaches us the truth.
The Rosary is a reliable means to stay centerdtkiistories of our salvation, and then in
the company of Our Lady to pray for all kinds ofeds. Short prayers, long prayers,
traditional prayers, prayers in our own words dalelsgthen our faith. Prayer by
definition lets God be Godand it is consoling to remember that wheneveroavdver we
pray, we are really only responding to God’s peatamvitation to grow closer to Him.

That incomparable preacher Saint John Chrysostame odescribed the
relationship between the life of prayer and the &f faith: “Prayer stands before God as
an honored embassador. It gives joy to the sgmdt peace to the heart. | speak of prayer
not words. It is the longing for God, a love toee@ for words, a gift not governed by
man but by God’s grace. When the Lord gives timd lof prayer to a man, he gives him
riches that cannot be taken away, heavenly foodsiugsfies the spirit. One who tastes
this food is set on fire with an eternal longing floe Lord. His spirit burns with a fire of
utmost intensity.”

This kind of passionate believing must be embotheaur personal way of living.
If we are searching our way, discerning our voegtigoing through the emotional
dislocation of change, do we seek the guidance iaggiration of the Holy Spirit?
When we encounter the “limit situations” of humexistence, when we face problems
and persecutions, when we know illness, financidlallenge, conflicts and
misunderstandings, worries about children or paretémptations, spiritual dryness,
doubts and all the other stratagems of the evi| on&aith do we use these opportunities
to surrender our lives more fully to our Good Lordhere is profound wisdom in the
simple ideas:| can’'t. God can. Let GodLong ago, guided by that same insight, the
Psalmist once rejoiced: was helpless, so He saved nfBsalm 116:6) So in good times
and in bad times, at celebrations and in grief, wh@rshiping, praising, and giving
thanks, at moments of quiet and moments of feacawestill faithfully know the abiding
presence of God in our lives.

Saint Thomas Aquinas clearly and succinctly taughthis great Summa
“Believing is an act of the intellect assentingdiwine truth by command of the will
moved by God through grace.” The Catechism ofGh#olic Church further explains:
“Believing is possible only by grace and the intetielps of the Holy Spirit. But it is no
less true that believing is an authentically huraein Trusting in God and cleaving to the
truths he has revealed are contrary neither to hufreedom nor to human reason.”
(CCC 154)(ST 1I-112,9) And as Thomas Merton oncesatved about faithful prayer:



“God makes us ask questions when He intends tdveesloem. He gives us needs that
He alone can satisfy and awakens capacities thatésas to fulfill.”

So my dear fellow believers, may thtear of Faithproclaimed by our Holy
Father the Pope of Rome be for all of us a yeaermrmous grace. In the coming
months may we deepen the intensity of our faith sndnspire greater fervor in our
worship of God and greater energy in our servicen@fjhbor. May each and every
believer accept that challenging mandate from Cltoigo out into the whole world and
announce th&ood News. God is God:helLord alone is God.The One true God is the
Father, the Son and the Holy Spiridesus is Lord Jesus and the Spirit truly bring the
Father into our lives. We were created for thisomparable beatitude. We were
redeemed so that we might know the boundless bfisseeing our God face to face,
forever and ever. This is the greatest possBded Newso share with everyone.

Given at my Chancery,
January 6, 2013
Feast of the Epiphany

AL Joappiato R, jﬁ*’é? rle.

Most Reverend Daniel R. Jenky, C.S.C.
BISHOP OF PEORIA
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A Decree of
His Excellency, The Most Reverend Daniel R. Jenky;SC
By the Grace of God and the Favor of the ApostoliSee
BISHOP OF PEORIA

Concerning the Gift of Sacred Indulgences for the ¥ar of Faith

In a decree of September 14, 2012, His Eminenceusla@ardinal Monteiro de Castro,
Major Penitentiary of the Catholic Church outlingeleral indulgences available to the
Faithful: “During the whole span of the Year of thaiproclaimed from October 11, 2012
to the whole of November 24, 2013, all individuaittiful truly repentant, duly
confessed, communing sacramentally, and who pragrding to the intentions of the
Supreme Pontiff, will be able to acquire a plenangulgence from the temporal
punishment for their sins imparted by God’s meagplicable in suffrage to the souls of
the deceased faithful.”

His Eminence then lists a number of special exesc piety to be undertaken in order
to fulfill the obligations of the indulgences. Hrther empowers diocesan bishops to
decree certain additional exercises for the faltbfuheir Local Churches. Therefore, |
am happy to decree that the Faithful of the Diocekdeoria, fulfilling the usual
requirements above, may obtain a Plenary Indulgence

Every time they visit by way of pilgrimage the Cadnal Church of Saint Mary of

the Immaculate Conception; the diocesan shringeeoRosary in LaSalle, of Our
Lady of the Fields in Hooppole, of Blessed Fra Amgein Peoria or the Chapel

of the Holy Family at Nazareth Retreat House ahkeé {aart there in some sacred
function or at least pause for an apt time of dectibn with pious meditations,

concluding with the recitation of the Our Fathdre tProfession of Faith in any
legitimate form, invocations to the Blessed Virgiary and, according to the

case, to Holy Apostles or Patrons;
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On the Solemnities of Christ the King in 2012 ar@il2, the Solemnity of the

Immaculate Conception, the Feast of St. JosephWhbeker, the Solemnity of

Pentecost, and the Solemnity of Corpus Christiaiy sacred place that they
participate in a solemn Mass or the Liturgy of Hhaurs, adding the Profession of
Faith in any legitimate form;

Further, “in order that access to the SacramerResfance and the obtaining of
divine forgiveness through the power of the Keypastorally facilitated,” for any
priest hearing confessions of the faithful in thatti@dral and the Shrines and
Chapels listed above during the year of faith,pgily extend the faculties limited

to the internal forum, according to canon 508, gaxph 1; namely, the lifting of
all undeclaredatae sententiaeensures which are not reserved to the Apostolic
See.

As Chief Shepherd of this Local Church in Peorihighly encourage the pastors of the
Diocese and those who help them in the work of mgndn the Faith to instruct their

people in the rich theology of Indulgences andrtocogirage their people to always desire
the Mercy of God generously provided through ther&aents and the rich treasury of
the Church’s Indulgences, some of which are express this decree for this special
Year of Faith.

The present decree is valid only for the Year oftlFaany contrary disposition
notwithstanding.

Given at my Chancery on this "i®ay of October, the Feast of St. Teresa of Jesus,
Doctor.

Most Reverend Daniel R. Jenky, C.S.C.
BISHOP OF PEORIA

Attesting:

Monsignor James E. Kruse, VG, JCL
Vicar General, Vicar Judicialis
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